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Samina Akbar, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Professor of Microbiology
Marian University

Jorge Cervantes, M.D., Ph.D.  
Associate Professor

Nova Southeastern University

Jessica D’Angelo, MLS (ASCP) 
(she/her/hers)

Microbiology Supervisor
Palomar Health

Ana María Cárdenas, Ph.D., 
D(ABMM)  

(she/her/hers)
Senior Director, Global Medical 

Affairs
Becton, Dickinson (BD)

Jeremy J. Colón-Morales  
(he/him/his, they/them/theirs)

Ph.D. Student
University of Puerto Rico - Medical 

Sciences Campus

Shazia Tabassum Hakim, Ph.D., 
SCCM(MLS), AMT, CRC  

(she/her/hers)
Professor and Program Lead 

Biomedical Sciences
Dine College, Arizona
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Jennifer Hayden, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Assistant Professor
Cedar Crest College

Victor M. Jimenez Jr., Ph.D.  
(he/him/his)

Assistant Professor of 
Microbiology and Immunology
Noorda College of Osteopathic 

Medicine

Carrie Mae Long, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Independent Research Scholar
NIH/NIAID

Kimberly L. James, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Assistant Professor
Florida Gulf Coast University

Heather M. Lamb, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers) 

Assistant Scientist
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 

of Public Health

Larry S. McDaniel, Ph.D., FAAM 
(he/him/his)

Professor for Cell and Molecular 
Biology, Director of the Center 
for Immunology and Microbial 

Research
University of Mississippi Medical 

Center

Training-of-Leaders Scholars Cohort

https://asm.org/IDEAA/MicroBio-LEAP-project
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Portia Mira, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Clinical Microbiology Fellow
Mayo Clinic

Dhammika Navarathna, DVM, 
Ph.D., D(ACVM) virology, 

D(ABMM)  
(he/him/his)

Clinical Microbiologist
Central Texas Veterans Health 

Care System

Sumali Pandey, Ph.D.
(she/her/hers)

Associate Professor
Minnesota State University 

Moorhead

Jocelyn Moore, Ph.D. 
(she/her/hers)

Associate Professor
Jacksonville State Univer

Edna Ondari, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Postdoctoral Fellow
University of Dundee

Ariane L. Peralta, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Associate Professor
East Carolina University

Training-of-Leaders Scholars Cohort

https://asm.org/IDEAA/MicroBio-LEAP-project
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Ines Rauschenbach, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Associate Teaching Professor
Rutgers University

Parimal Samir, Ph.D.  
(he/him/his)

Assistant Professor
University of Texas Medical 

Branch in Galveston

Sharon Tennant, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Professor
University of Maryland School of 

Medicine

Amy J. Reese, Ph.D., CDFT 
(she/her/hers)

Associate Professor of 
Microbiology

University of Health Sciences & 
Pharmacy in St. Louis

Christina Streit, MLS(ASCP)CM 
(she/her/hers)

Laboratory Manager,  
Clinical Trials

International Health Management 
Associates (IHMA, Inc)

Kim Van Vliet, Ph.D.  
(she/her/hers)

Professor of Microbiology
St. Johns River State College

Training-of-Leaders Scholars Cohort

https://asm.org/IDEAA/MicroBio-LEAP-project

